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Legi slature has been criticized, the committee has been
criticized, and i ndividual nenrbers of the conmittee have been
criticized because of the work of the committee. I ot
believe that today there is a single person in Nebraska V\ho does
not believe that the situation that has unravel ed woul dever
have taken place had it not been for the work of the comittee

as sanctioned and supported by this Legislature. be||eve it
denonstrates, once again, that +the Legislature is

voi ce of t he people and the cI osest 1o the people of aII otahe
branches of government. | really do not knowwhat will pe the
final outcome of the results vf this investigation. | want to
say that | share very deeply the concerns expressed p, Senpator
Chanmbers that this might not be the highest priority Xf certain
individuals. We have a never ending series of alibis and
excuses as to why certain events did not take place. | find it
al nost unbelievable that 3||egations of the crimnal ua
abuse of children can go uninvestigated and certainly unpunls
for years andyears at a tim. | find jt as we watch what has
happened, | find it al nbst inpossible to believe the trauma that

children and others are put through when they have to go through
officials and tell their story, and then find that story to be

challenged time, after jpe, after tinme, This Legisiature, |
beli eve Senator Pirsch brought to this Legisl ature a bill \which
was passed into |law which said that you can prosecute a sexual

offender of a child on the uncorroborated word of a chi |d

uncorroborated word of a child. We recogni ze thedanger in
that, and it was discussed at some length on thjs floor. we
understand that children sonetinmes m ght not be the best
W tnesses. But this Legislature chose to pass ¢ hat bill yet

the comm ttee has devel Oped wi t ness, after wi t ness, after
Wi tness who have testified to sexual abuse and ihere continues
to be investi gatl on, after investi gatl on, after investi gat| on of
the..

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ...voracity and authenticity of the victim
wi t nesses. I do not know how much i nvestigation(an been
perpetrated or has taken place relative to the allege a%users
| do not know that. | woul d hope there has peen i nvestigation
there al so. Ladi es and gentl enen, | » as Bernice has Sa|d would
like to see...to let this entire body see the evidence that has
been accunul at ed thus far. Evi dence continues to unfold on a
daily basis. Wt hout exceptionnpota day goes by that wedo
not, one or more of us, receive information relative to the
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